Implantation of a silastic balloon for reduction of radiation injuries of the bowel in two children with neuroblastoma.
Two children with stage IV neuroblastoma died from severe reactions of the bowel due to radio-chemotherapy. This led to the suggestion of protecting the bowel by implantation of a silastic balloon to push the bowel away from the treatment volume. This procedure was tried in two children with stage IV neuroblastoma and resulted in excellent tolerance of the high-dose radiotherapy.